
Itôs early March and Iôm 
snowshoeing through a lowland 
forest and marsh carrying 30 
pounds of camera equipment. 
I come across fox tracks, an 
otter slide, and, of course, deer 
tracks. Later on, I thrill to the 
sight of an immature bald eagle, 
probably a two year old. Then 
I hear the call of another eagle 
and, sure enough, there is a 
magniýcent mature bald eagle 
landing in tree nearby. WOW! 
Itôs warm, so I take off my light 
parka, tying it around my waist. I 
marvel that Iôm show shoeing in 
shirtsleeves. I continue on. Now 
Iôm walking on water. Sure, itôs 
frozen and covered with eight 
inches of snow, but I know that in 
two weeks it will be impossible 
for me to be snowshoeing in the 
middle of the marshôs open water. 

This scene could be from far out in the hinterlands of 
northeast Wisconsin. But, it is just two miles from my home 
in Appleton. Right here in the Fox Cities!  Iôm snowshoeing 
in the Stroebe Island Preserve ï the second and newest 
preserve the Northeast Wisconsin 
Land Trust owns. Through the untiring 
efforts of Terry Gant, NEWLT was 
able to get ownership (fee title) to the 
best cattail marsh remaining on Little 
Lake Butte des Morts. Because of the 
PCB clean up of the Fox River and its 
requirement that paper mills remediate 
the damage caused by their dumping 
PCBs into the Fox River, Terry was 
able to receive a grant from NRDA to 
purchase environmentally important 
areas along Little Lake Butte des Morts. 
These properties combined have been 
named The Little Lake Butte des Morts 

NEWLTõs 
Newest 
Preserve 
ð 
The 
Stroebe 
Island 
Marsh

See Stroebe Island Marsh, Pg 2

Ri{wRI[PX
Preserving Our Natural Heritage

Newsletter of Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust Vol. 7 ñ No.2 ñ Spring 2004

Westshore Preserves. The crown jewel of the Preserves is 
the Stroebe Island Marsh. Thanks to Terry and the previous 
owners of the marsh who preserved it, NEWLT now owns 
and will restore and preserve the 51 acres of lowland forest 
and cattail marsh. Right in our backyard!

We have lots of work to do to restore the marsh and return 
it to a more natural state. Although the preserve will be 
open to the public, there will be no constructing of any 
shelters or trails on the preserve. Our goal is to preserve 
the marsh as wild as possible. With this goal in mind, a 
management plan is being developed. We will be seeking 
advice for the management plan from the DNR, NEWLT 
members, residents of Stroebe Island, and the colleges and 
universities in the area. Our newest preserve will become 
a living classroom for schools in our area. It will be an 
exciting partnership that will help NEWLT understand the 
complexities of the marsh. At the same time, students will 
have the opportunity for hands-on science experiences as 
they gather important data on the marsh.

We know for sure that we will need help from many 
volunteers to eradicate the invasive buckthorn that is 
prevalent in the northwest side of the lowland forest. We 
also need to clean up the eastern lowland forest where 
trash and debris have accumulated from winter storms and 
spring breakup. Look for opportunities to volunteer this 
spring to clean up the marsh.




