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Mr. Simon has already begun attending Land Committee 
meetings and has volunteered to help with more projects. 
Heôs realized that more volunteers would clearly be 
welcome and valuable. Mr. Simonôs comment about 
volunteering was, ñItôs been fascinating and rewarding, 
and there are some hard-working and interesting folks 
involved with the Trust.ò

Ms. Lenore Ryan became a volunteer after hearing 
her neighbor (a NEWLT board member) talk about what 
she was doing with NEWLT. Ms. Ryan wanted to learn 
more, and asked to come along on a land project. With 
a science background, sheôs retired after working many 
years in research and development at Kimberly-Clark. 
Photography has since become a hobby, so she offered 
to take the baseline boundary pictures for the project.  

ñI loved seeing the properties. Itôs fun to see whatôs being 
preserved and how itôs done,ò was Ms. Ryanôs response 
to what she found interesting about her volunteer 
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Two of NEWLTôs newest 
volunteers share how they 
decided to volunteer, what 
theyôve done and why 
they wish to continue.

Dennis Simon, 
a real estate and 
business lawyer in 
private practice, heard 
about NEWLT from 
three other NEWLT 
volunteers before he 
decided to become 
involved. Upon hearing 
that volunteers were 
needed to provide legal 
assistance, he offered 
his services. Being new 

to the organization, Mr. Simon wanted to learn as much 
as possible about the process of saving a parcel of land. 
So he attended a breakfast meeting with others working 
on the project, visited the property, 
and helped with the environmental 
survey. Then began his legal assistance! 
Providing help resolving some boundary 
line issues, reviewing title reports and 
completing a conservation easement 
document are some of his contributions.  

When asked what heôs enjoyed, Mr. 
Simon responded, ñEverything. Meeting 
with the owners, and sharing their vision 
for the protection of their property, was 
energizing. Walking the property gave 
me a good sense of what was there to 
protect.ò The challenges of title problems 
in real estate and being able to contribute 
to solutions are enjoyable to him. Being a 
part of permanently shaping the future use 
of property by completing a conservation 
easement is also satisfying, and something 
he would like to continue doing.
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Volunteer, Ahren Looker, will go to any 
lengths for accurate GPS readings!




