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1. 1000 Islands Environmental Center is a 350-acre facility in Kaukauna. View nesting bald eagles, while traveling 
along trails that skirt the Fox River and wind through the upper woods. Also, explore the nature centerwhich has 
housed animals and interactive displays. There is a 2,000-foot handicapped-accessible boardwalk and fishing pier. 

2. Ledge View Nature Center here you can enjoy a fun filled afternoon fossil hunting in a quarry, adventuring 
through caves, or walking through restored prairies, upland forests, and rocky ledges. Don’t forget about the featured 
exhibits of the Niagara Escarpment, bat caves, and the history of sturgeon. 

3. Heckrodt Wetland Reserve is a 65-acre reserve located in Menasha. Come see the nature center which contains 
a “Living Waters” exhibit with local fish, salamanders, frogs, and much more. Also, don’t forget about their Eco-
Explorers Summer Camp for 2015. 

4. At the Weis Earth Science Museum you can explore the geology of our planet and our state through fun filled 
exhibits. Make an earthquake, walk through a lead mine and detonate a quarry blast here. The Barlow Planetarium is 
also located right next door. 

5. Bay Beach Wildlife Sanctuary has the second largest wildlife rehabilitation program in Wisconsin. It is an urban 
wildlife refuge featuring live animal exhibits and miles of hiking and skiing trails. They care for more than 4,500 
orphaned and injured animals annually. 

6. Barkhausen Waterfowl Preserve has meadows and wetlands where prehistoric Native tribes once occupied and 
today it is home to an extensive amount of wildlife. Hike through preserved marshes and forests and explore nature 
close up with hands-on exhibits.

7. Also, check out these exceptional summer camps:
Gordon Bubolz Adventures in Nature Summer Camps – Provides children with many opportunities to experience 
the wild through numerous adventures. 
Wisconsin Lions Foundation Wisconsin Lions Camp - Takes children and adults with disabilities on a journey that 
lasts a lifetime.

Creating memories 

You can now make a donation or renew your membership 
online at www.newlt.org

7 places to visit this summer in Northeast Wisconsin
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Creating memories 

•	 1	cup	garlic	mustard		

•	 1/2	cup	basil		

•	 3	cloves	garlic		

•	 2	oz.	toasted	pine	nuts		

•	 4	oz.	olive	oil		

•	 juice	of	1	lemon		

You can now make a donation or renew your membership 
online at www.newlt.org

In food processor combine all ingredients except olive oil. Puree and add olive oil with processor 

running. Serves 10 .

For more recipes, check out From Pest to Pesto: A Culinary Guide

Garlic Mustard Pesto

Garlic mustard was first introduced to North 
America in the 19th century as a culinary 
herb.	It	now	occurs	in	at	least	27	states	across	
the Midwest and northeast U.S. and Canada. 
Eradication of garlic mustard is especially 
difficult due to a dearth of native competition 
and predation. 

Despite being a difficult invasive to eradicate, 
many control strategies for dealing with garlic 
mustard infestations have been developed. 
Preventing seed production is essential to 
eliminating the plant. Non-chemical control 
includes physical removal by hand-pulling or 
cutting at the base of the plant, mowing or 
burning. Pulling garlic mustard is substantially 
more effective if the entire root is completely 
removed. Also, land stewards can sometimes 
manipulate the environment to reduce the 
amount of sunlight available to the plant. 
Garlic mustard typically invades forested 
sites where the canopy has been disturbed. 
Therefore, management by planting or 
encouraging native plants to intercept the 
available sunlight aids control and prevention 
of new infestations.

Control methods are best undertaken in early 
spring before the garlic mustard has a chance 
to begin flowering.  Removed plants should be 
destroyed since seeds and roots often survive 
and are unwittingly transplanted. All methods 
of garlic mustard control will likely need to 
be	repeated	for	3–4	years	or	sometimes	longer	
to be effective. Here at NEWLT, our favorite 
method of destroying garlic mustard is by 
eating it!

Garlic Mustard Alliaria 

Culinary Guide on Garlic Mustard - Eat It to Beat It! 

A Forest Invader
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Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund
This program was started in 1989 to preserve valuable natural areas and wildlife habitats, protect water quality and fisheries and 
expand opportunities for outdoor recreation. The conservation and recreation goals of the program are achieved through the 
acquisition of land and easements, development of recreational facilities and restoration of wildlife habitats.

We have the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Fund to thank for the ability to purchase the Oconto Preserve and the Harbor 
Lights Preserve. Currently there is a proposed freeze in funding for this program until 2018. Lack of this funding would make 
it difficult for NEWLT to purchase properties for our communities to enjoy in their own backyards. NEWLT is not a political 
advocacy group. However, when there is a program that does so much for land conservation and benefits so many people 
in our neighborhoods, we do stand up in support. According to an article in the Milwaukee Journal Sentinel, a majority of 
Wisconsinites support the state investing in protection of Wisconsin’s land, water and wildlife through the Knowles-Nelson 
Stewardship Program.

Support for the Stewardship fund costs each resident approximately $15 per year. Other costs are a deer hunting license which is 
$24, a fishing license $20 and a state park sticker $25. For $15 we can ensure that there are plenty of natural areas and healthy 
habitats for ourselves and for future generations to enjoy.

“We	should	not	forget	that	it	will	be	just	as	important	to	our	descendants	

to be prosperous in their time as it is to us to be prosperous in our time.” 

-Theodore Roosevelt.
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Oconto Preserve
After weeks of patiently waiting for a warm spring day, Land Trust staff head out to our recently purchased Oconto Preserve. Only three 
weeks ago the deal was closed on this 70 acre property. 

We put on our boots, grabbed the maps and camera, and headed for the wettest part of the property. The light green buds were just 
beginning to appear on the ends of branches and a woodpecker could be heard hammering in the distance. The smell of leaves from last fall 
and the wet fertile mud filled the air. We stopped to identify a broken egg and some animal tracks in the mud. Looks like a raccoon robbed 
a goose nest. There are an abundant amount of birds, including a Greater Yellowlegs which was surprising to hear at this location. 

Our hike became increasingly more difficult as we transitioned from upland forest to shrub-carr. During this transition we saw areas of 
sedge meadow and encountered a variety of willows and dogwoods. Our pace slowed as solid ground ceased to exist and we had to step 
carefully to avoid the lavish marsh marigolds on the verge of blossoming. Now, the bird songs were drowned out by our squeals of laughter 
that accompanied the sucking of boots being pulled out from the mud with every step. It was a demanding hike, but fun. As Julie put it,

  “There is no better feeling than the warm sun on your arms and cold water surrounding your   
  boots.”  

We were, none the less, relieved when we were back on dry land and could follow the many paths already on the property. The upland is 
undoubtedly a great area for people of all ages to come and walk around. Some gravel roads provide an area for parking. The ponds are not 
a far walk in and accessible from the trails. 

The preserve’s proximity to schools allows direct access for students to explore and learn in an outdoor setting. This preserve is a bit different 
for the Land Trust as it lies within the city limits. Oconto Mayor Victoria Bostedt says, “We believe this will benefit Oconto citizens, and 
attract visitors from all points of the world, due to its uniqueness.” 

Our next steps will include holding a workday to clean up the property and the first stages of planning just what this property should look 
like and offer to visitors. We	welcome	your	help	for	a	workday	this	summer	and	your	ideas	for	the	Oconto	Preserve.	Please	join	us	for	
the	Oconto	Nature	Festival	June	27,	2015 as we begin to gather ideas and talk about future plans. And please email or call us if you are 
interested in volunteering for the workday this summer. 

    Harbor Lights Preserve
As I walk along the railroad tracks, there is a wall of cattails and evidence of a pond. In the sky, large and small birds are taking flight, 
circling around, then diving back down. On my right is a dense lowland forest where the forest floor is completely submerged in water. I 
should’ve worn my galoshes, because that’s definitely the best way to explore the forest. Suddenly I spot something out of the corner of my 
eye…a muskrat house. I guess the ones living here aren’t bothered by the noise of the train coming and going. 

This certainly isn’t a place for hiking trails, but instead is hard working wetland. It is a vital habitat for waterfowl, other birds, mammals, 
frogs, and who knows how many other creatures that are looking at me even though I can’t see or hear them. This spot is performing 
important ecosystem services like retaining and controlling flood waters, absorbing nutrients and chemicals from the water and storing 
them like a natural filtration system, and the plants and soils are storing large amounts of carbon. It is good to know that this high quality 
wetland is still thriving and will be preserved forever, so it can continue to house many creatures and provide services for the community for 
a long, long time. 
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Making sure children get enough exercise is a colossal challenge 
for many parents in the modern technological era. One of the 
best ways to help children get exercise is to encourage them to 
get involved in outdoor activities. Involvement in the outdoors at 
an early age creates long-lasting impressions of the natural world 
that children can utilize for the rest of their lives. Alas, outdoor 
activities have to compete with a myriad of indoor activities that 
often include electronic screens; such as televisions, computers, 
iPhones, iPads, Facebook, and so on. Nevertheless, parents and 
grandparents ought to remind themselves of Dr. Seuss’s The Lorax 
when considering technology use in the outdoors: “It’s not about 
what it is, it’s about what it can become.”

There are a number of iPhone and iPad apps that encourage tiny 
techies to get outside and learn. Everything from stargazing, to 
birding, to botany is pulled together into interactive, easy-to-use 
apps that inspire children to go outside and explore. Common 
Sense Media lists a couple of brilliant and free outdoor kid’s apps. 
The Hidden Park app is similar except it challenges children to 
explore their outdoors via an augmented reality game. The game 
guides participants through scavenger hunts that uncover many 
trolls, fairies, tree genies, and other creatures lurking around 
landmarks at any local park. Other park-related apps, such as Oh, 
Ranger! Parkfinder, provide a comprehensive database of every 
national park, state park and federal public land in the U.S. The 
National Wildlife Federation also offers many Ranger Rick apps 
for children to use when they discover the outdoors through an 
electronic screen. Screens aside, the Wisconsin State Park System 
offers the Wisconsin Explorer Program to keep children and 
adults all over the state solving various outdoor-related mysteries. 
Since no app has been developed for this program, children 
can instead obtain tangible patches for their various levels of 
accomplishment to add to boy-girl scouts sachets. Children can 
also receive free books and other informational supplies about an 
assortment of outdoor activities. 

Regardless of what we decide to do with our children this 
summer, one thing is certain: most children often look forward to 
outdoor activities. Some may even view the time spent with adults 
as	better	than	any	video	game	or	amount	of	screen	time	–	it’s	the	
hands-on time that makes it so rewarding to children. The most 
important benefit that children can obtain from going into the 
outdoors is they will develop an ongoing appreciation for natural 
sciences and a love of learning that will be reinforced well into 
adulthood every time they see a new insect, or bird, or plant that 
intrigues them. In any case, children tend to develop a higher 
appreciation towards the outdoors once they begin to understand 
the exciting facets of nature.

Therefore, as The Lorax said, “Unless someone like you cares a 
whole awful lot, nothing is going to get better. It’s not.” 
- Dr. Seuss, The Lorax.

  appreciation 
  at a young age

 
Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust recognizes gifts made in 

memory of the following people:

Patricia Braker 
James Sargent
John Stussey

Phyllis Gottschalk

Thank you to the families and friends who honored 
their  loved ones with gifts to the Land Trust. The gift of 

preserving land is a gift that lasts forever.

memorial gifts
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Meet Sue Kinde
Sue Kinde sees herself as one who recruits and pesters.
She is much more and, that is why she is the recipient of the Community Foundation 
for the Greater Fox Valley Region Paul and Elaine Groth Mentoring award.
When asked why she has involved herself in so much good for the Fox Cities area she 
said, “Because we live here.” Sue and her husband Bob came from Battle Creek, MI 
in the mid 1960s when he became associated with a radiology group. She said she 
found a unique richness in her new home.
The former English composition instructor at the University of Michigan went to 
work at the University of Wisconsin Fox Valley,  teaching a similar course then moved 
on to Fox Valley Technical College. It was there she delved into her penchant for 
organization and mentoring.  She, and the then chair of the truck driving division, 
came	up	with	the	concept	of	energy	fairs.		And,	she	says,	oh	what	a	job	that	was	after	
five years of fairs.
The technical college and fulltime work became more than she wanted to handle 
with a growing family; daughter Allison who lives in the Chicago area as a 
professional harpist and son Mike who works with Harley Davidson in Milwaukee. 
Sue	said	she	wanted	to	reach	out;	become	a	part	of	the	community	and	joined	the	
League of Women Voters where she became chair of the natural resources committee 
dealing with water, land use, energy among other issues.  She also has served as 
a member of The Wild Ones and Sustainable Fox Valley. She, along with Ron 
VanderVelden, started Fox Cities Greenways.  As she reached out for new members 
Val Wylie and Jim Duncan suggested the program needed greater representation. 
Winnebago	and	Calumet	counties	joined.		She	also	pestered	and	recruited	“tons”	of	
League members.
If this wasn’t enough, it was the concept of “complete streets” that interested her.   
This is a way of looking at streets as not limited to motor vehicles but to walking, 
bicycling and environment.  It was at a meeting of Northeast Wisconsin Waters of 
Tomorrow and the Fox Wolf Watershed Alliance that the concept of a land trust grew 
with the aim of tax deductible fundraising.  With assistance and encouragement 
from Bruce Johnson and Atty. Bill O’Conner, who wrote the by-laws, another way 
was found to seek members and fund raisers.  Through the outgrowth of these 
experiences,  she “found the need to persuade people to donate.”
In l996 she became one of the founding members of the Northeast Wisconsin Land 
Trust	and	served	on	its	board	until	2006	–never	as	president	but	as	a	vice	president.		
There is method as well to that decision.
She never wanted to be a president but one who could delve into other aspects of 
Land Trust activities. “I wanted to do whatever I could,” she said.
Sue’s philosophy can be measured by her past.  She was a Campfire Girls member, 
enjoyed	sailing	with	her	dad.		It	was	being	outdoors	for	two	weeks,	water,	swimming	
and being in wholesome company.
As Land Trust member she was excited as conservation easements grew but also 
recognized	just	a	donation	of	land	was	not	enough.		There	was	the	need	to	convince	
the donor of funding to cover future taxes and other maintenance. It became one of 
her tasks to educate, and as the Trust matured accepting land with relationships to 
water.
She gains strength in seeing every piece of our environment as important “because 
we live here”. Preserving land provides more places to wander; think of our 
environment as “Stop-Over Ecology”. This is the place we note annual animal 
migration, changing seasons, protection of habitat and ground water. “They all come 
together,” Sue says.
In truth, Sue Kinde, is not what she envisions herself.  She has been mentored by 
others and sharing lasting values.  She has had an opportunity to reach out, not be 
alone.  We are richer for having in our midst one who recruits and pesters for the 
good of all.

By: Roy Valitchka 

Picture taken from Post Crescent
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Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust 
Welcomes you!
Check out website for locations and directions to our public 
preserves.
Call us at: (920) 738-7265
Visit us at: www.newlt.org, Facebook, and Pinterest
Thank you for your support
           

“Each generation, in turn, becomes the custodian rather than the absolute owner of our resources - and each 

generation has the obligation to pass the inheritance on to the future.”

- Charles Lindbergh


