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Seven Great Places to Visit
#1 Sensiba is a 570 acre property in Green Bay. There are trails to roam along coastal
marshes and inland woods. Enjoy this great spot in the spring and fall to see all the
migratory birds and wildlife.
#2 High Cliff State Park and the Niagara Escarpment are on the eastern shore of Lake
Winnebago. This limestone cliff is 440 million years old and is rich with fossils, old
forests, caves and waterfalls to explore. Also, don’t miss tours of the ancient Indian burial
mounds from the copper culture civilization.
#3 The Apostle Islands National Lakeshore is a group or an archipelago of 21 wilderness
islands. There are over a dozen miles of shoreline with beautiful seascapes, old forests,
beaches, cliffs and sea caves to explore. This is a beautiful destination any time of year.
#4 Gordon Bubolz Nature Center is a 776 acre preserve. Enjoy the rustic woodland and
meadow trails for walking and jogging. The swamps, ponds, meadows and forests make a
great habitat to view different wildlife. They offer guided hikes, workshops and speakers
at different times of the year and cross country skiing in the winter.
#5 Marinette County is the home of over 230,000 acres of county forests, 440 lakes, and
920 miles of rivers and streams. One tour worth seeing, according to travelwisconsin.
com, is the enchanted trails tour. Enjoy scenic waterfalls featuring picturesque bridges,
trails and islands. (Visit Veteran’s Falls at Veteran’s Falls Memorial Park, McClintock
rapids at McClintock County Park, and the Strong Falls at Goodman County Park!)
#6 Devil’s Lake State Park is the most visited state park in Wisconsin. It is a 360 acre
spring fed lake with a 500 foot bluff teetering over it. Hike some of the 30 mile trails or
spend the weekend camping.
#7 Don’t forget about our very own Guckenberg-Sturm Preserve! Each season in the
Stroebe Island marsh has something new to offer. Springtime scenes include migrating
waterfowl and geese nesting on top of muskrat houses. As summer approaches the native
flowers begin to bloom among the lush green lowland forest. Fall brings a variety of
colors, scents and sounds. In winter most things lie asleep under the snow, except for the
otters that make the preserve their personal playground with their slides.

Memorial Gifts
Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust recognizes gifts made in
memory of the following people:

Leslie Gunter
Thank you to the families and friends who honored their
loved ones with gifts to the Land Trust. The gift of preserving
land is a gift that lasts forever.
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A Kluskens Heritage
By: Roy Valitchka

Why would anyone want to take 190 acres of lowland, rock, woods and
rolling former pasture land and turn it into a conservancy?
“Because we owned the responsibility more than we owned the land,” was
Steve Klusken’s response.
We sat under the shade of several sugar maple trees with Kluskens’ family
and members of Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust late in July to celebrate
more than a century of family ownership of the land now called Spikehorn
Creek Conservancy.
Steve and his brother Michael spoke fondly of their youth and roaming the land
in Marinette County. The brothers’ affection for the land was evident as we hiked
the area. Michael eagerly pointed out boyhood haunts such as a rock face, trails among
native forest, huge ant hills, a tamarack lowland and a crossing over Spikehorn Creek. Some 1,500 feet of the
Class 1 trout stream serpentines the land along one border. The gurgle of running water could be heard as we exited from a stand
of white pine bordering a former pasture.
“Watch for the sheep fence,” Steve warned. The non-barbed wire snaked beneath forest duff and was a reminder of another age.
Ownership of the land began not many years after the marriage of Alphonse Kluskens and Mary Bernard in 1909. Alphonse was
an emigrant from the Netherlands and worked in the iron mines in the Norway, MI area. His wife Mary was the daughter of a
Flemish immigrant family. The two acquired the land and attempted to raise sheep, but soon dairy cows proved more productive.
Steve, Michael and another brother, Jim grew up on the land developing a rich learning experience for their own families. That
appreciation is evidenced as one of the teenage sons who said the land is what it is and another who said the Spikehorn Creek
property feels more like home than home. Both Steve and Michael’s wives who are not from the area came to enjoy the beauty
and privacy afforded during time on the land from their now faraway homes in Newton, MA and Alexandria, VA.
Around 2009 Steve said he began searching for a way to preserve the beloved land in perpetuity. In 2012 Steve made an
application to the land trust and so began two years of nurturing a dream to fruition. In 2013 Steve stated the intention to
preserve the land granting a conservation easement to keep the land undeveloped in its natural state.
Leading up to the July 24 celebration and final signing of the document, land trust personnel compiled the data necessary to
make the conservancy possible. The Kluskens had a part and set their own parameters for future use of the land.
That warm July day we snacked on a picnic lunch as Steve,
Michael, their wives and teen age sons relived recent and longtime memories and experiences.
As high mares tail clouds stretched across a limitless blue sky, the
“mountains” of Norway framed the northeast landscape. Those
hills cover mine shafts where Alphonse once labored. A family
vision for the future and partnership with the land trust now
will allow the Spikehorn to gurgle into the future. Undisturbed
land will preserve an ecosystem. More than that, Spikehorn
will continue to be the faraway home to the Kluskens and future
generations.
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Treasure Hunting Locally and Globally
The recreational activity, Geocaching, is a real-world treasure hunt happening all around you. All different age groups
participate; from young children looking for something to do with their summer afternoons to retired couples looking for
a way to bond and travel. Geocachers follow their GPS device or phones in search of the hide and seek containers called
geocaches or caches. The over 6 million Geocachers worldwide find the coordinates of the desired geocach near them, or set
out for a long trip in search of the secret container hidden among the beautiful natural sceneries. You never know what you
will come across when you set out to conquer a new location. Discover the satisfaction of signing your name to that found
geocach list with all of those who have it prior to you, or trade a small sentimental trinket left behind by past geocachers.
Whether trudging through forests or winding your way through the city, Geocaching is bound to create a lasting memory
with the landscape and those who accompany you through it. So, if you are looking for a day out in northeast Wisconsin
there is something special hidden for you, tucked away in our own Guckenberg-Sturm preserve. Go out and explore, enjoy
nature and bond with your loved ones!
GPS coordinates of the Guckenberg-Sturm cache are: N 44° 14.325 W 088° 27.531
Also, be sure to check out geocaching.com to read up on the rules, get more coordinates, or to read about other Geocaching
experiences.
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The Busy World of Guckenberg-Sturm
A group of kids riding their bikes through Guckenberg-Sturm Preserve exploring and in search of adventure, find a
scene they are not about to forget. The kids, thinking it is just a forest with a trail, come across a winding boardwalk. As
they near the end of it they are faced with a small, dark creature. It’s an otter and he is running around, swimming, and
alternating playing on land and in water. The kids watch until he disappears into the water for good. Scenes like these are
not uncommon at Guckenberg-Sturm Preserve. A retired couple spend many afternoons out on the boardwalk eating their
lunches and bonding as they enjoy the scene of geese nesting on muskrat houses and the variety of waterfowl that flock to
the marsh annually. It’s a great place to discover something new or just enjoy the peace and solitude.
However, Guckenberg-Sturm Preserve was not always like this. Great volunteers, interns, staff and land stewards have been
continuously working to restore and make it a place for everyone to enjoy. We have spent years removing invasive species,
planting native plants, making trail improvements, and adding stairs and a wildlife viewing platform. This past year alone,
we spent countless hours removing garlic mustard and many years before that eradicating buckthorn. After the hard,
manual labor done by our volunteers and staff, we are now able to use the once destructive plant in a positive light. We plan
to chip the buckthorn and spread it on the trail as woodchips. We have also been planting native plants for the past three
years. Filling the invasive plants spots with beautiful, efficient native plants, generously donated to us by individuals, Wild
Ones and Stone Silo, along with ones we rescued from Highway 29/41 during the construction in 2013.
Now because of all these improvements and the generosity of those in our community, the traffic through GuckenbergSturm is at its blissful height. There is still much more to be done! Additional support is appreciated as we continue our war
on invasives and hope to plant more native plants. Watch for upcoming workdays in our e-news and on Facebook. And
please, go out and enjoy the surprising beauty of this preserve.

An Old Community History, A New Business One
As I arrive at Stone Silo Prairie Gardens, I’m greeted by the huge red barns, the vast rows of native plants, and the noises
of playing children. Soon the owner comes out to greet me. You can tell straight away that he is a humble, hardworking
man who is passionate about what he does. After generously deciding to donate plants to us, he graciously explains what
each one is, gives us pointers for ways to keep them the healthiest, and then helps us load up the car. Just from my recent
two encounters here, Stone Silo has given me the impression of a vast knowledge from many years of practiced hands,
passed on to the most caring owners found. Stone Silo carries a wide variety of native prairie and woodland flowers and
grasses. There are many benefits to prairie plants. They develop extensive root systems and those roots systems in turn can
tolerate a large amount of different kinds of soils and weather conditions. They require no fertilizers or pesticides and need
very little maintenance. Also, they require little irrigation. These native grasses and flowers are becoming more and more
popular with home gardeners who are interested in the environment.

You can now make a donation and renew your membership
online at www.newlt.org
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Annual Report
2013 use of funds

2013 sources of funding
1%

6%
14%

Individual Contributions

Program Expenses
38%

Foundations &
Organizations

Management and
General

54%

Fundraising Expenses
80%

Grants
Corporations

7%

Please visit our website to view a full annual report
www.newlt.org
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Charting a Course for the Future

We are so blessed with amazing landscapes and natural resources in northeast Wisconsin. Undeveloped lakes remain in
our northwoods, waterfowl and shore birds migrate through the wetlands along Green Bay and trout thrive in the spring
fed streams and rivers in the southern reaches of our territory. Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust is dedicated to finding
the best remaining natural places northeast Wisconsin has to offer. We are working to develop a Strategic Conservation
Plan and new mapping tools. Thus far we have collected mapping data from varied sources, asked our members what’s
important to them, met with other conservation professionals in our area and held a retreat with our Board of Directors.
The input we have received is invaluable. Thank you.
We will have a draft plan available early in 2015. We look forward to sharing more information about the remarkable
natural places in our communities and showing you our plans to preserve the best remaining natural lands in our territory.
We extend our thanks to everyone who is helping us with this process. We especially thank our current and new board
members for their leadership and for rolling up their sleeves to preserve northeast Wisconsin’s natural treasures. One day
future generations will thank you!
“In the end, our society will be defined not only by what we create, but what we refuse to destroy.” - John C. Sawhill

We Welcome 7 New Board Members for 2015
• Dan Brown
• David Calle
• Brennan Haworth
• Randall Lawton
• Brenda Nelson
• Kristin Powley
• Bill Shepard
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Pr i n t e d o n re c yc l e d p a p e r

Northeast Wisconsin Land Trust Welcomes you!
Check our website for locations and directions to our public preserves.

Call us at: (920) 738-7265
Visit us at: www.newlt.org
Facebook
Pinterest
Thank you for your support!

“The ultimate test of man’s consciousness may be his
willingness to sacrifice something today for future
generations whose words of thanks will not be heard.”
—Gaylord Nelson
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